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TESTIMONY OF RACHEL SPENCER. 


As I have found the gospel of Christ’s 
second appearing to be the greatest treas- 
ure I can enjoy in this world, and as I 
was among the first in this country who 
received this precious treasure from 
Mother Ann Lee, and became personal- 
ly acquainted with her, I feel it my 
privilege to maintain her testimony and 
bear witness of her character and min- 
istry. ‘ 

I lived in New Lebanon at the time 
of the great revival of 1779, when re- 
ligion seemed to call the attention of 
almost all classes of people. I was 
then fifteen years of age; and though I 
sometimes attended their meetings, and 
was not without serious impressions ; 
yet I made no profession of religion. 
I considered it no trifling matter to pro- 
fess to be a Christian and not be one in 


{ . 
reality. 


‘follow 





I could not consider myself 
one; because I knew I did not follow 
Christ. Nor could I see among all the 
professors, any one that I thought did 
him as I believed a Christian 
ought to do. When I heard of Mother 
Ann and her companions, and was told 
of their faith and testimony, and the 
manner of life they lived, I felt a seri- 
ous impression on my mind that they 
were the people of God, and I had a 
desire to see them. 

I soon found that the reports which 
had made such an impression on my 
feelings, had produced a very different 
effect upon my parents, and filled their 
minds with prejudice against the people 
and their religion. Though the opinion 
of my parents did not alter my feelings ; 
yet as I was young, I thought it best 
for me to keep still and say nothing till 
I could see them and judge for myself. 
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It was not long before I had an op- 
portunity to visit them at Watervliet, in 
company with other young people from 
New Lebanon; and was soon convinced 
that they were, indeed, the true follow- 
ers of Christ. We spent the Sabbath 
and attended their worship;. saw the 
power of God among them, and heard 
their testimony, which made a solemn 
impression upon all of us. Many of 
our company had been very light and 
carnal while on our way; but they re- 
turned with very different feelings. On 
our way home, all were solemn, silext 
and thoughtful; scarcely a word was 
spoken by any of the company. None 
doubted of its being the work of God; 
nor did they hesitate long in making 
their choice. 

Iembraced the testimony with full 
confidence, and confessed my 
I was then sixteen years of age, 
and- have ever found cause to be 
thankful from that day to this. By 
faithful obedience to the precepts . of 
Mother Ann, I have been saved from 
sin, and have been enabled to walk in 
the straight and narrow way, of self- 
denial and the cross which Christ and 
his apostles taught. In this way have I 
walked, and this cross have I borne for 
nearly forty-six years, and maintained 
my faith with an unshaken mind. It 
has proved to me a treasure more valu- 
able than mountains of gold: nor would 
I exchange the name of a Shaker, and 
the heavenly treasure I possess with it, 
for all the kingdoms of this world. 

With regard to Mother Ann, who 
was so much abused and persecuted 
while living, and whose character has 
been so scandalized by the wicked, I 
can truly say, I bless God that I ever 
found such a Mother. I can testify 


sins. 





before all people, that I ever found her 
remarkable in all piety and godliness, 
and a swift witness against every pro- 
pensity, and every thing that pertained 
to the depravity of nature. She was 
faithful in strengthening and confirming 
the feeble, relieving the buffeted, com- 
forting the afflicted, cheerizg the sor- 
rowful, building up the good, and purg- 
ing out the evil. 

In her common deportment she was 
meek, modest, reserved and thoughtful ; 
yet free and open in conversation when 
occasion required, and her words were 
words of wisdom. I really loved and 
feared her more than any person I ever 
saw. I loved her testimony and the 
blessed power of God which attended it ; 
for it was life to my soul; yet that 
which was ungodly in me would often 
tremble at her presence. I then be- 
lieved her to be a woman chosen and 
anointed of God, and endowed with the 
spirit and power of Christ. By the in- 
creasing light and understanding I have 
received, and the continual support I 
have felt from the same heavenly and 
Divine Spirit, I have been constantly 
confirmed in my first faith, without a 
doubt. 

As to Mother Ann’s religious char- 
acter and conduct, I never felt under 
any necessity of going to her enemies 
for information, -nor of listening to the 
tales of slanderers, ‘‘who kaow not 
what they say, nor whereof they af- 
firm ;” because I have had sufficient 
opportunity of knowing for myself. I 
have heard, seen and felt the true and 
genuine spirit of righteousness which 
she displayed in all her words and ac- 
tions. I have seen her undaunted and 
composed even in times of the bitterest 
persecution, and saw her meet her en- 
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raged persecutors with a calm and un- 
ruffled countenance. 

I was a witness of the cruel persecu- 
tion which took place in New Lebanon, 
when Mother aud the Elders were so 
shamefully and cruelly abused. I was 
at George Darrow’s when that riotous 
mob assembled and surrounded the 
house. Mother and the Elders had 
been some days in the neighborhood, 
visiting the Believers from house to 
house. 
cer’s in Stephentown, and on their re- | 
turn, accompanied by many of the Be- | 
lievers, they called and visited several | 
families on the road, where they were 
detained, and spent their time in singing 
and serving God till a very late hour. 
When they arrived at the house of 
George Darrow we all arose and thank- 
fully received them. We had a joyful 
and happy meeting. Mother was very 
bright and cheerful, and her soul 
seemed to be filled with divine power: 
and love. She displayed nothing but 
godliness in any of her conduct or con- 
versation. 

After much exercise, the night being 
far spent, Mother retired to a small 
room on the lower floor, and the Elders 
up stairs. I was very early in the} 
morning employed in the kitchen, with a 
number of the Sisters, in preparing 
breakfast and putting the house in or- 
der; and we had nearly finished our 
work when the mob came. The house 
was at that time neat and clean and all 
was still and quiet, when suddenty we 
were beset on every side by unprinci- 
pled men in mob array. The rooms be- 
low were nearly filled with the Brethren 
and Sisters, who endeavored to keep the 
mob out; but regardless of remon- 


like furious tigers. A number of them 
burst into the kitchen and furiously as- 
saulted the Sisters who were collected 
there. We strove with all our strength 
to keep the mob back, but in vain. 
They seized and hurled us out of doors, 
‘one after another, with the utmost vio- 
I was thrown out and beaten 
severely. Many others of the Brethren 
| and Sisters shared the same fate. Sev- 


eral doors were broken to pieces; the 





| 
| lence. 


They had been to Jabez Spen-| ceiled partition of the little room where 


Mother had retired, was torn down; 
and she was hauled out and thrown into 
the carriage without ceremony. ‘Two 
of the young Sisters followed her. 

The mob then drove furiously to 
Eleazer Grant’s abusing all who at- 
tempted to follow her. Mother Ann 
was cruelly and shamefully treated. In- 
deed the inhuman conduct of this mob 
was such, that I should really think any 
persons of character would shudder at 
the thovght of having their names ex- 
posed to the public, as being concerned 
in such wicked transactions. The ap- 
pearance and behavior of the mob 
was indeed, more like intoxicated mad- 
men than like sober, rational beings. 
When they left the house it looked 
shockingly. Mother Ann’s deportment 
was perfectly upright ; and as a passive 
sufferer in the hands of a cruel mob, no 
person could justly accuse her of the 
least impropriety. It is true she did not 
fear the mob; nor could they compel 
her to yield to any of their unjust re- 
|quirements. Knowing her own inno- 
/cence, and conscious that she was doing 
the will of God, and feeling confident 
of his divine protection, she could not 
fear the wicked ; although she expected 
to suffer abuse from their hands. Had 





strances or entreaties, they rushed in 





she been guilty of the base things 
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charged against her by her enemies, 
they would have had no occasion to con- 
tinue their accusations down to this 
‘day ; for both she and the Society which 
she planted would have been sunk in 
“oblivion many years ago. ‘‘ The tree is 
known by its fruit; and a corrupt tree 
cannot bring forth good fruit.” This 
testimony of the gospel which Mother 
Ann planted in the midst of so much 
opposition, has weathered the storms of 
persecuting malice, and I am thankful 
that I am able to bear witness of it: I 
know it will forever stand, ‘‘and the 
gates of hell cannot prevail against it.” 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y.—1826. 





4 
or 


OUR OHRISTIAN HOME. 


NANCY G. DANFORTH. 


‘* ix sing of home, my happy home, 
A home beyond the wind and tide, 
I find it here, with angels near,— 
My happy home, my heaven. ” 

Home! how many sweet associations 
cluster around the name ; a place where 
father and mother, brothers and sisters 
dwell in love and peace, and sound of 
discord should neverenter. This should 
be the condition of every earthly home, 
but the blessings of a gospel home far 
surpass all the joys of earth. A home 
where each inmate is pledged to give all 
his strength to upbuild gospel purity and 
love. They may have come from differ- 
ent nations, yet, making the love of Gol 
their guide, they seek to lay aside all iv- 
congruities of habit and disposition and 
mold themselves to the one pattern of 
love and good will. Our Christian com- 
munistic home is a place where all are 
striving to rise from that which is im- 
moral or unchristian, and forsake all that 
pertains to worldly mindedness even the 





life of generation, which in itself is 
good, being ordained of God as the seed 
time for the continuance of the race. 
But now has come the harvest when 
those who are ripened for the heavenly 
garner, are being reaped from earthly 
conditions and gathered to the home 
above. Above earthly, sensual desires ; 
though still on ea@th, yet above earth’s 
elements or attractions. Here is found 
the bread of life which feeds the hungry 
soul, here flows the fountain of living 
waters, where all may drink to a fullness, 
and freely bathe until made pure and 
white, free from all the stains of sin. 
We would invite all who are truly 
sick of sin, and earnestly desire to ‘‘ lay 
their heavy burdens down,” to seek this 
home, ‘‘ beyond the wind and tide” of 
earthly strife, and find that peace and 
rest their spirit’s crave. As all we pos- 
sess is dedicated and consecrated to the 
service of God and his people, we have 
no right to appropriate aught for selfish 
purposes. Neither may we admit those 
who merely wish a worldly home where 
they can be cared for in their infirmities. 
Those who wish to be shielded from dis- 
grace, still have no desire to relinquish 
the life leading thereto, need not seek 
admittance to our gospel home for those 
elements would soon destroy the order 
and harmony of heaven itself. Rather 
let such take their fill of the fading 
pleasures of earth until their souls are 
glad to seek the mercy of God. But to 
the humble and penitent soul the offers 
of salvation are free, for the mission of 
the Christ Spirit is to save people from, 
and not in their sins. Therefore we re- 
joice that we have found the ‘‘new and 
living way,” where the old life is no 
‘¢ more remembered, neither comes into 
mind.” Here we are called to live ho- 
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ly and unblamable before our most holy 
faith. Since we as a people are privi- 
leged to enjoy these rich blessings, we 
may joyfully sing,— 
‘* Beautiful home, beautiful home ! 
Truth is thy brightness, 
And peace is thy whiteness, 
Thy fullness has never been told. 
Home of the soul, home in God’s love, 
That love which endures ; 
Redemption secures, 
Is a treasure more precious than gold. ” 
Canterbury, N. H. 





SPECIAL PROVIDENCES. 


WILLIAM LEONARD. 


BELIEVERS in special Providences 
have long considered that the Marquis 
de Lafayette was one of the best medi- 
ums ever brought under natural inspira- 
tion. His physical, moral and circum- 
stantial qualifications were happily 
adapted to his remarkable intuitive ca- 
pacity. 

He came forward in life a young man 
uncontrolled by others before he was of 
age. He was of noble lineage, great 
powers, strong mind, ardent love of 
character, strict moral integrity, and his 
sweetness of disposition inspired for him 
love and universal respect in all circles 
of Society, in a manner extraordinary. 
He was born to move among the high- 
est aristocracy at the French Court. At 
the age of nineteen he was in public; 
and among the millions of Frenchmen 
none had more fairly entered the road to 
earthly glory and honor. 

Before he was twenty years of age, 
he was commissioned in due form to 
hold rank in the French army. It was 
at this period that the American Colo- 
nies were struggling for independence. 
Prince William of England wxs making 








a tour through France, near where La- 
fayette’s regiment was quartered, and 
was guest to a French Nobleman in that 
neighborhood, and one of a select num- 
ber invited to dine with him. 

The loquacious English Prince though 
among the more liberty loving French- 
men commenced an unreserved conver- 
sation respecting the American war. 
Perhaps none at the table but himself 
had any definite knowledge of the char- 
acter of that struggle, or the true object 
the Americans were contending for. 
With Saxon frankness the Duke talked 
the whole matter out without the least 
duplicity or covering. 

There is no believer in inspired cause 
and effect but would discern at a glance 
that his caution was controlled, his per- 
ception beclouded and his descriptive 
powers excited by some higher presiding 
agency. He is reported to have been 
very eloquent, candid, and to have rep- 
resented the Americans an oppressed 
people struggling for liberty, though he 
seemed unconscious of what he was 
doing. ‘ 

Deep down in the soul of the youth- 
ful Marquis lay slumbering a noble pat- 
riotism, unbounded liberality, a univer- 
sal love of his race, and a disposition 
which would prompt him when rightly 
inspired to sacrifice treasure, and pour 
out his blood lixe water in defense of 
the rights of man. 

The story of the Prince, and the spir- 
it which inspired it, thrilled the inexpe- 
rienced soul of Lafayette like holy fire. 
It awakened the budding powers of his 
manhood, and aroused the newer and 
greater qualities of his being into action. 
In contemplating the man, to many then 
he seemed quickened and transformed 
into a new being. He seemed suddenly 
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to have developed the wisdom of a sage 
and the courage and daring of a hero. 
He soon presented himself as the cham- 
pion to help crush out tyranny, that hu- 
man freedom might be erected upon its 
ruins. He seemed moulded for the very 
age in which he lived; his whole career 
in the new and old werld, and the part 
he took in both proves it. 

On the world wide plane upon which 
he acted no man ever had a better oppor- 
tunity to show the weakness and blem- 
ishes of the human character; but 
though moving among the most varied 
and corrupt masses, and effecting the 
most fearful overturns, his character 
through life, for consistency, firmness 
and moral virtue ever stood untarnished. 

Lafayette’s first interview with Wash- 
ington goes far to prove that he was a 
strong medium, passing review under 
the severe inspection of a Master spirit 
of the same organization. With a 
board of Officers he sat down to dine 
with Washington and before the hour 
had expired, by careful observation and 
deep impression his whole character was 
read, and read correctly, by the great 
American Chief. Though a child in 
years, by clear penetration, and the im- 
pulse of an incomprehensible inspiration, 
he was attracted to Washington at all 
times as to some guardian angel. In 
him he saw all the qualities of sage, 
soldier and civilian for which he longed ; 
and drawing near to the great Chief to 
study these, he was unconsciously influ- 
enced by the same powers, which min- 
istered to the Father of his Country. 

We introduce this singular man in 
this manner, to claim that it was not 
possible for him to enter where any kind 
of inspiration was agitating human be- 
ings without being excited by it. 








Among the many confidential labors and 
missions entrusted to Lafayette he was 
sent from Albany to negotiate with the 
Indian tribes, to take up the war hatchet 
for the Americans. In his intercourse 
with them he commanded their venera- 
tion and enlisted many ef the red war- 
riors in defense of the colonies. 

It was on one of these missions as he 
passed that way that he called on Be- 
lievers. It was an important period in 
the inspiring commencement of the lat- 
ter day. A time when many were flock- 
ing to see Mother Ann and the Elders, 
to hear the gospel requirements and tid- 
ings which brought salvation. A peri- 
od when all became quickened by the 
power and inspiration which attended 
the first witnesses of truth who pro- 
claimed Christ’s second coming. When 
the Marquis entered the neighborhood 
at Watervliet he heard of their meetings 
and in company with another Officer he 
called to visit them. 

Among the Believers there were many 
who had been connected with the army 
from the beginning ; some who had join- 
ed before, and some after Lafayette had 
entered the service ; and as both officers 
were in second regimental dress they 
were easily recognized. He entered 
very quietly the little dwelling where 
they first held their meetings. Some 
were conversing, some- passing in and 
out, and some were under singular in- 
spired operations, among the most eccen- 
tric of these cases were the outward 
manifestations of Abijah Worster. 

He and many others were men and 
women of strong minds, they had inves- 
tigated diligently, had received faith cor- 
rectly, and believing that Mother was 
inspired by higher spirits to declare to 








them the most self-sacrificing word of 
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God ever uttered, the power which at- 
tended her testimony had set them all on 
fire and all in commotion. 

According to the laws that coutrol or- 
ganizations, it was utterly impossible 
for Lafayette with his singular powers 
to enter a place with such surroundings 
and not feel the state of the atmosphere 
and the electric current into which he 
had entered. 

Lafayette was a tall, manly form and 
was observed by many. He was si- 
lently and as busily engaged in closely 
inspecting the strange scene before him. 
True to his mediumistie powers and in- 
stincts where the most remarkable in- 
spiration was apparent there he was the 
soonest agitated and attracted. 

Abijah Worster was at that time 
under perpetual agitations, jerking, shak- 
ing, twisting in sudden convulsions. 
Seated on the back side of the room La- 
fayette passed directly through the crowd 
and quietly seated himself by his side ; 
to him he devoted his undivided atten- 
tion. He did not seem attracted to the 
man but to the power that controlled and 
moved him. He looked steadily and 
watchfully upon him, and when agitated 
and moved, he would lay his hand upon 
the limbs of the subject thus agitated. 
By closely observing him at all times, 
laying on his hands much of the time, 
and continuing his investigations per- 
sistently, it embarrassed Abijah greatly. 
He said he felt him to be a powerful 
spirit that brought him into great bond- 
age. Wishing to break this disagreea- 
ble spell and find relief from it, and the 
singular freedom thus taken with his 
gifts and person he said to Lafayette 
** You seem desirous of obtaining this 
power,” but the only answer received 
was, ‘‘ It is desirable. 





By this time Abijah became so dis- 
concerted, that he suddenly arose and 
walked out of the door, and Lafayette 
rose as suddenly and followed after him. 
Determined to make good his escape 
from him, he cast about in his mind 
what he should do next, and finally went 
down to the barn, but his investigator 
followed on and went to the barn also. 

The condition of the pursued was ren- 
dered more awkward, in every move- 
ment the pursuer continued to make, 
and to make it appear to the latter that. 
he had business there he seized the broom 
and went to sweeping the barn floor, 
taking all the pains to clean and put the 
place in order that was necessary; but 
the patience of his inquisitorial friend 
was not to be exhausted, for speechless 
and motionless he serenely waited ,to see 
what the next move would be. 

The sweeper of the threshing floor 
now started for the house but close in his 
footsteps followed the man that stuck far 
closer than a brother. Resolved to 
escape at all hazards he lifted the hatch- 
way and walked down. into the cellar 
closely followed by the man who was 
not to be shaken off for trifles, who de- 
scended into the cellar also. 

The confusion of Abijah at this peri- 
od of the chase may be imagined, but 
not easily described, but he rallied and 
resolved upon one more effort. A rude 
ladder extended from the cellar to the 
room from whence they started ; the vic- 
tim followed ascended hastily but as 
hastily was he followed up by the unre- 
lenting Lafayette. In all these moves, 
turns and round-turns nothing like levi- 
ty or ridicule was apparent in the man, 
but a settled determination to learn what 
power or impulse controlled the man and 
caused these strange movements and 
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commotion in the object of his study. 

When they returned, Mother Ann and 
the Elders and others were in the room. 
By these he was soon drawn into conver- 
sation ; and as they became earnest in 
conversation, Abijah thinking he had al- 
ready{come in for his share of the en- 
tertainment seized a favorable moment 
to slip away. What followed after that 
he learned from the Brethren and Sis- 
ters who were present at the interview: 

Lafayette enquired what the nature of 
the religious movement among them was 
that brought so many people together. 
Mother Ann described to him the work 
Believers were entering into. That the 
kingdom of Christ was gradually open- 
ing upon the world and many were 
awakened to see their lost condition and 
were coming to judgment. That after 
passing through the work of cleansing 
they received the spirit of Christ and be- 
came inspired with the true light and 
power of salvation. 

Lafayette enquired to know why he 
could not share in this as well as others ; 
Mother Ann now under inspiration 
plainly declared to him that his time had 
not come td share in this spirit. She 
seemed to enter quite into his case, and 
informed him that a great work lay be- 
fore him on the earth plane and that he 
would have to pass through a wide field 
of suffering before he could ever receive 
the gospel of salvation. In after years 
he may possibly have called the words of 
this singular Prophetess to remembrance 
when what was promised under iuspira- 
tion became a great fact in his sorrowful 
life. It may often have come back to 
his meditations as he lay bound {or years 
in the cold dungeons of Olmutz and 
Magdeburgh. However this may have 





been, in the bloody struggles of the 








French revolution or in his exile in for- 
eign lands something of the kind was 
unquestionably revived in bis recollection 
when his spirit took its flight from the 
noble earth form of the Marquis de La- 
fayette. 

Many yet remember the startling in- 
telligence that reached America of his 
sudden death. After his decease was 
reported in Paris the first packet that 
came to America brought the sad news, 
but ministering spirits at the time of his 
death honored Believers with the first 
reliable dispatches. 

I have heen informed that the night 
after his death, one of the Brethren saw 
Lafayette and others near him in a night 
vision, and from his own spirit he learn- 
ed that he had passed into the regions of 
immortality. Daniel’s vision was no 
more certain to him than this was to the 
more modern visionist. From the im- 
pression made on the dreamer was so 
confident of the fact that when he arose 
with the morning he stated without 
qualification, Lafayette is dead. 

The statement made its impression, 
the dream of course was remembered, 
the date recorded, and when the tidings 
reached this continent all came out cor- 
rect and true. 

Washington was born to break the 
strong chain which bound the colonies 
to the old world, Lafayette was led by 
that power which guides the destiny of 
nations to join hands with Washington 
and pass through the first fiery struggle 
and be taught by his genius, and to 
drink deeply of his inspiration. Their 
real labors lay in two hemispheres. 
Washington ever cherished the same 
tender recollection of Lafayette that a 
father would for a beloved son. In the 
bloody struggle of the French revolation 
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the sympathy of Washington was the 
strongest power which supported the 
Marquis ; and while suffering through 
gloomy years of prison life the toils he 
had shared and the good he had done 
under the Father of his country were 
among his most sustaining recollections. 
After he obtained his liberty he still toil- 
ed on for the welfare of France and died 
as he lived imitating the example of the 
man he held dear and who had long used 
all his influence to obtain his liberation. 

On the hard fought fields of the 
American Revolution he formed a ten- 
der acquaintance with the old patriots 
and heroes which gained for America 
her independence. When his tried soul 
was released from the fetters of mortal- 
ity his spirit instinctively turned to his 
dearest friend Washington and to his old 
associates in arms of revolutionary no- 
toriety in this hemisphere. When his 
stormy life was closed and he was awak- 
ened to realize his entrance into the 
abodes of the departed dead the first 
consolation he sought was the sympathy 
and friendship of the noble patriots that 
first found a place in his youthful affec- 
tions. In this far off nation were the 
dearest objects of his love and here he 
took his course. Inspiration teaches 
that many of these spirit friends were 
then in the work of God in the spirit 
land. At the head of these stood Wash- 
ington, who like a guardian angel stood 
ready to gather into the order of redemp- 
tion all who had suffered and bled with 
him in defense of the rights of man. 

It would seem certain that many of 
these early friends, like ministering spir- 
its hovered over the dying couch to 
soothe the last agonies of the noble 
French Hero. No doubt they were anx- 
ious to conduct him to that resting place 





where they had found the treasures of 
immortality and eternal life. And when 
his soul had broken the fetters of clay 
they tenderly conveyed him to their own 
resting place. 

Mediums in Zion in vision had 
formed us that they have often seen him 
thus associated. They have told us of 
revelations, and have presented gifts 
which they received from the spirit of 
Lafayette who with a noble band of pat- 
riots had become true children of God 
in the spirit land. 

Harvard, Mass. 


in- 


> 





REFLECTION. 


MARY WHITCHER. 


How little we know what awaits us, 

Yet still we have trust in a God; 

Who kindly will lead and protect us 

If subject to his guiding word. 

The heat of our Summer has passed us, 

And fruits of our Autumn been reap’d, 

But we have no fears of the Winter ‘ 

While stores of our gathering are kept. 

We find there’s a rest for the weary, 

Not silent or hid from earth’s care, 

But change from an arduous labor 

To quiet employment and prayer. 

We've prayed always, e’en from our childhood 

When form gave us thought of the same, 

But now we have no need reminding 

Our thought is our prayer without name. 
Canterbury, N. H. 





A THOUGHT. 


REBECCA A. SHEPARD. 


As a sweet smelling savor O may my life be, 
Ever fragrant with holiness, love, purity, 

As a well watered vine in the Vineyard of God, 
Bearing fruit all divine, thro’ the power of his word. 


As a plant in his garden, that’s pruned with great care, 

Andas well garnered wheat, fanned from chaff and the 

As a well-spring of love, giving joy to the soul, [tare, 

As a beacon of light, where the dark waters roll. 
Canterbury, N. H. 
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RESIGNED. 


SUSANNA BRADY. 


How hopeful and happy must be the 
mind that is resigned to the beautiful life 
of a true Christian who loves it, and 
lives it each day. Such are true lead- 
ers and their examples are the lights 
that are illuminating our pathway and 
destroying the power of sin and dark- 
ness that surround us to-day. Those 
self-sacrificing lives, devoted to God do 
not live for the enjoyment of selfish in- 
dulgence, but are guided by a benevolent 
love for humanity. Such have helped 
to mature and give strength to the for- 
mations of all good Institutions, wher- 
ever located. All are in obedience to 
the will of God, when the purpose is to 
counteract the depravity of our natures 
and raise the soul to a better condition. 
Just so tar as the spirit of Christ rules 
that body, it willbe under the blessing 
of God, He allows us to make our 
homes as we may wish to, with many or 
few, provided we live in love and obedi- 
ence to his commandments, have love 
one for another, and are pure and peace- 
able. All such have helps to mature 
and give strength to the great truth 
which will when souls are prepared to 
receive it, give to the mind that rest and 
repose, that is far beyond all the treas- 
ures of earth. Untila soul has within 
itself a reverence for God, and a love 
for his creatures, can it feel and know 
the happiness arising through the exer- 
cise of charity, love and sympathy, they 
move in action all the finer feelings of 
our natures. They enable us to look 


with compassion and sympathy on those 
whose lives have not fallen in pleasant 
places, and give to the soul that meek- 
ness and affection that draws the soul to 





it. Let us bear im mind that our sphere 

of action here is not only to benefit our- 

selves alone, but all or any who wish to 

live the life of Christ and his followers. 
Union Village, Ohio. 


2 
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INWARD HEART THROBS. 


ANDREW BARRETT. 





My DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS ;—It is said, 
‘¢Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh.” This is the impres- 
sion that rests upon my spirit. As the 
tongue is the mouth piece, so it will 
speak the heart-throbs. 

As the Spring time is the season for 
sowing the seed for the temporal or 
physical support so is youth the spring 
with each individual for sowing the 
seeds of a virtuous life, forming those 
principles and habits that mark the per- 
fect man or woman. 

In gaining these principles there is 
something higher to reach after than the 
gaining of earthly fame or power. 
There are victories over self to be won, 
there are treasures of immortal inheri- 
tance to be gained which will brighten 
and adorn the spirit through all future 
life. 

If this happy condition can be gained 
by self-abnegation and true self-denial, 
to me it is well worth the sacrifice. 

How truly apparent it is that humani- 
ty needs the spiritualizing process, needs 
to cultivate the devotional spirit which 
lifts the soul above the narrow confines 
of the little selfish circle of Me and Mine 
into a condition of harmony, an atmos- 
phere of purity where they can claim a 
relation with the angels. 

An eminent mind ence said, ‘‘Give 
me the first twenty years of your young 
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people and I will be responsible for the 
remaining years.” 

Habits that are formed within the 
period of those years make a life’s im- 
press. As our education is largely 
taken from books and periodicals how 
necessary that we select the right ones. 
Books and papers do more to determine 
the mental abilities and tastes as well as 
to form the character and disposition of 
their readers than perhaps any other 
cause. 

How important it is young friends 
that your minds be directed to, and 
by the choicest of earth’s literature. 

The reading of weak, sensational lit- 
erature never did and never will pre- 
pare a boy or girl to become a loving, 
helpful and tender hearted self-reliant 
man or woman. 

The perusal of blood and thunder 
stories filled with tales of strife and 
horror, not to speak of the evil reports 
of gross wrong doing on the part of 
their heroes, is not calculated to awak- 
en deep thought concerning the duties of 
life. A wise consideration of the future, 
a desire to be noble and grand in char- 
acter, and to build up a self made prac- 
tical existence, is the condition and the 
faith of the true Christian. 

‘‘ Where there is no vision the people 
perish.” ‘*Hands at work and heart 
to God” is a revelation from God to the 
true disciple of Christ. 

It is a self-evident fact that without 
faith in a spiritual ministration the peo- 
ple run into infidelity and materialism. 

My young friends, ‘‘ Character is the 
eternal temple that each one begins to 
rear yet death can only complete: the 
finer the architecture the more fit for 
the dwelling of Angels.” Our life 
deeds form our character. Habits 





formed in early life either elevate, 
strengthen and lift up, or dwarf or de- 
grade the spirit. They will be our 
judges or accusers. A bad resolution 
broken is far better than kept to the dis- 
honor and shame of the individual. To 
covenant with death is to make a bad 
resolution and then to keep it regardless 
of the tender feelings of your instructors. 

Dear young friends; to you we are 
looking as our successors. We expect 
you to occupy some of the important 
positions that awaits your generation. 
To do so successfully you must know 
how to handle the great problem of life. 
It is so enwrapt with every interest, 
public and private, moral, social and 
religious, that you cannot escape one or 
the other. If you meet them wisely 
and honorably let your principles be 
thoroughly based upon truth and well 
understood. 

Rather suffer wrong than do wrong. 
Two wrongs never made a right. 

In the day of trial'you will show how 
much you have of the spirit of Christ. 
If you can extend the forgiving love of 
God to your erring Brother or Sister for 
the insult received, you are strewing 
your path with flowers and building up 
that eternal temple which is to be your 
home when you drop the mortal form. 

Ayer, Mass. 


+> 
or 





RESPONSIVE. 
Most the smiles you get from others 
Are reflections of your own; 
You may’think the world at pleasure 
With you, but when wiser grown 
You will find ’tis but responsive 
To the giving you bestow, 
So ’tis well to give your kindness 
If more kindness you would know. 

M. W. 
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THE SABBATH. 


MARION JOHNSON. 


Tue blessed, holy Sabbath,— 

What joy and peace it brings ; 

To guide us onward, heaven-ward, 

On its celestial wings. 

Its brightness o’er us streaming, 

Dispels all gloom and care : 

And soothes the troubled spirit, 

With tranquil thought and prayer. 

Thy sun in splendor shineth, 

Thou golden Sabbath morn ; 

The air, perfumed with fragrance, 

Sweeping o’er the flowery lawn. 

The birds in tuneful chorus 

Are warbling sweet thy praise, 

And leafy groves are ringing 

With rich melodious lays. 

O may thy influence holy 

Flow into every soul; 

Baptizing deep the spirit, 

With love’s supreme control. 

May Angels bright descending 

With blessings on their wings, 

To heaven our souls be leading, 

To dwell ‘‘ mid better things. ” 
Canterbury, N. H. 


2 
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A GERMAN TRUST SONG. 





Just as God leads me I would go; 
I would not ask to choose my way ; 
Content with what he will bestow, 
Assured he will not let me stray ; 
So, as he leads, my path I make, 
And step by step I gladly take, 
A child in him confiding. 
Just as God leads I am content, 
I rest me calmly in his hands ; 
That which he has decreed and sent— 
That which his will for me commands— 
I would that he should all fulfill, 
That I should do his graciois will, 
In living or in dying. 
Just as God leads I all resign, 
I trust me to my Father’s will; 
When reason’s rays deceptive shine, 
His council would I yet fulfill ; 
That which his love ordained as right, 








Before he brought me to the light, 
My all to him resigning. 
Just as God leads me I abide 
In faith, in hope, in suffering true; 
His strength is ever by my side— 
Can aught my hold on him undo? 
I hold me firm in patience, knowing 
That God my life is still bestowing— 
The best in kindness sending. 
Just as God leads onward I go, 
Oft amid thorns and briars keen; 
God does not yet his guidance show— 
But in the end it shall be seen 
How by a loving Father’s will 
Faithful and true he leads me still. 
— Selected. 





+ 
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Criterion of a good Believer and true Christian. 


CHARLES JULIUS PRETER. 


Gop is love, and to be with him and 
of him, love must be the breath of our 
nostrils, the life blood of our heart and 
the very spirit of our existence. ‘‘ It is 
not he who says Lord, Lord, but the doer 
of the will of God shall be justified.” 
And as every one shall be judged by his 
works, it is plain and evident, that the 
true Believers and real followers of Je- 
sus can only be found and acknowledged 
as such by their works. The only way 
we can love God, is, to love one anoth- 
er. Jamesii,8. ‘If ye fulfill the royal 
law according to the Scripture, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do 
well. ” Mark, xii., 30. ‘* Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength, this is the 
first commandment. And the second is 
like this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. There is none other com- 
mandment greater than these.” Mat- 
thew declared xxii., 40, that on these 
two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. Every intelligent man 
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and woman must come to the conclusion, 
that the true meaning and chief subject 
of all the sacred writings are contained 
in these two simple sentences. As there 
is only ‘*One Lord, one faith and one 
baptism, ” it is certainly a matter of the 
greatest importance to ascertain, who 
are in possession of this one faith and 
who make their love manifest to God by 
their works, loving their neighbor as 
themselves ! 

It is obvious and must be admitted, 
that this can be effected and carried out 
only on principles of the strictest equity 
and equality, true fraternity, charity 
and love. It follows, as a matter of 
course, that all sects and denominations, 
no matter what their name, who do not 
come up to this standard, are false. The 
primitive Christians set us an example, 
how to live, and to love one another, by 
having all things in common, in a joint 
interest, no one seeking anything better 
than others, all living and carrying out 
the principles of equity and equality. It 
fell to the lot of the writer of these lines, 
to live in the world before coming among 
Believers 29 years. I resided and came 
in contact with five differezi nationali- 
ties: German, French, English, Ameri- 
cans and Spanish, have carefully exam- 
ined their dogmas, doctrines and gener- 
al profession of religion, but when I 
considered their works, with the excep- 
tion of Believers, (Shakers,) I found 
written on the wall ‘‘ mene, mene tekel 
upharsin” that is, weighing in the bal- 
ance, but found greatly wanting. I join- 
ed our community in the month of Au- 
gust 1840, just forty five years ago, and 
am nearly seventy five yearsof age. It 
must be admitted, that during such a 
lengthy privilege among Believers, I 
have had sufficient experience, to find 








out, who are actually the true people of 
God, and who are not. 

The first commandment of our Sav- 
ior is self-denial. ‘‘If any one will 
come after me let him deny himself, take 
up his cross, (against the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride 
of life,) and follow me.” That is, live 
exactly as he did. Now to come to the 
point on this all important subject. If 
any one of my beloved Brethren or Sis- 
ters, or any one of our friends, has found 
a denomination, sect, or people, who as 
a body live and follow the life of Jesus, 
they have found what I never could find ; 
but since I came among Believers, I be- 
came intimately acquainted with many 
who follow after and live the life of Je- 
sus. ‘* That which is highly esteemed 
among men is abomination in the sight 
of God.” Lk. xvii., 15. Does not 
darkness cover the earth and gross dark- 
ness the people? They do not see the 
veil, the covering which hangs over all 
nations, that under the illusion of being 
married, they can violate the laws of 
nature with impunity. Shall men and 
women, created in the image of God, 
violate the laws of God? Was not the 
lust of the flesh the cause of the fall of 
Adam and Eve, whose first offspring 
was a murderer, was it not the cause of 
the flood, when all flesh corrupted its 
way, except the righteous family of Noah 
who were perfect in their generations, 
was it not the cause of all war and 
bloodshed, that ever came upon this 
earth? 

Can any one be so benighted, as not 
to perceive, that most all the calamities 
and miseries, that ever befell mankind, 
were caused by their carnal propensities, 
and consequently the curse of God did 
follow? We find in Revelation xxii., 3. 
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‘*There shall be no more curse.” 
** Those fleshly lusts cannot be modified 
or regulated, they have to be annihilated, 
extirpated, for as our blessed Mother 
Ann declared, ‘‘'To taste of the forbid- 
den cup is to drain it, and to drain it is 
to die.” ‘*To be carnally minded is 
death, but to be spiritually minded is 
life and peace. If ye live after the flesh 
ye shall die, but if through the spirit 
you do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live. ” Rom. viii., 6. 13. As in 
Adam all die, (or who live in the work 
of generation,) so in Christ (who intro- 
duced the regeneration, which is right 
the reverse ot generation) shall all be 
made alive. 1 Cor. xv., 22. 

To conclude, I wish to say to all our 
friends who have any desire to live a 
pure and holy life; The prodigal son 
has returned to his Father’s house, the 


fatted calf is killed, and there is music 
and dancing. My time of probation in 
this mundane sphere is nearly ended, 
but the nearer I come to the end of my 
race, the brighter the way of God is 


growing tome. I am blest in my in- 
comings and out-goings in my basket 
and store more than I ever expected and 
I hope, to hold out to the end faithfully, 
and that I shall be received into the man- 
sions of bliss with those joyful words, 
‘¢ welcome good and faithful servant, en- 
ter thou into the joys of thy Lord.” 
Union Village, Ohio. 
ORDER OF GOD. No. 2. 
JAMES 8S, PRESCOTT. 





‘* Touch not mine Anointed and do my 
prophets no harm.” Psalms cv., 15. 

WE have evidence to believe the Or- 
der of God is more perfect in its or- 
ganization in this day than it ever was 





in any preceding age of the world, of 
which we have any knowledge. Dur. 
ing the dark ages and even in Christ’s 
first appearing, it was a one-sided thing, 
because it- was all in the male order 
they only saw in part and prophesied in 
part, because only a part was revealed in 
that day; but in this day of Christ’s 
second appearing, through Mother Ann 
Lee, the ‘‘urim and thummim,” light 
and pertection have come, and that 
which was in part is done away. 
Woman isas fully established in the 
order of God, by divine Wisdom, 
as was the man. Two of each sex, 
when the order is full and complete. 
Thus the spiritual house of God is 
four square, equally balanced, and on 
all sides equal. Thus the foundation 
principles were laid in the first millen- 
nial church formed at Mount Lebanon, 
Col. Co., N. Y. in 1792, of which all 
other churches of ‘‘ like precious faith” 
were but branches of this. This church 
has stood almost one hundred years, in 
tact, without a schism, and stands yet, 
and is like to withstand the wreck of 
time ; because it is founded on the Rock 
of revelation, of Christ’s second ap- 
pearing its principles are divine, and 
cannot be overthrown. It is built on 
the divine, and not on the human, i. e. 
It is built on the divinity of Christ, and 
not on his humanity. That which is 
divine is eternal, and abideth forever. 
Moral reformers will yet be delighted 
to find in this church a living example, 
an embodiment, of all their reforms, 
especially, the ‘‘ equality of the sexes,” 
practically illustrated and thoroughly 
tested, by long experience, and found to 
be superior to anything in the natural 
order. Mother Ann of her self, was 
not divine, she did not claim to be, but 
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the revelation of Christ througli her 
was divine, and this revelation of 
Christ’s second appearing, which can 
no longer be questioned, was that 
which gave her the pre-eminence over 
all other women. She was the first 
and only woman of the human race, 
that was perfectly redeemed from the 
fall, while in the body. The first born 
among many Sisters. The Lord’s 
Anointed—proved by many infallible 
proofs, and testimony of living Wit- 
nesses. 

In the spiritual order of God it was 
necessary, that two of each sex should 
be appointed, that in the absence of the 
first, the second might fill the vacancy, 
that the body might not be left without 
ahead, and the church never be left 
without a visible lead. Each sex stands 
first in its own order, and on its own 
side of the house, except by mutual 
agreement. 
undertakes to govern both sides of 
the house in this day, independent of 
the established order, it will fail. I have 
seen this tried, and proved a failure, in 
every instance, and always will. Why? 
Because it is built on the human, and 


not on the divine. And God will not 
own and bless it. It is building up the 
elements of the world more than the 
spiritual order of God. 

*¢ Touch not mine anointed and do my 
prophets no harm,” was a sacred and di- 
vine injunction. Thus the order of 
God is established in this day of Christ’s 
second appearing, forever more to stand. 
It is to be perpetuated by a regular line 
of succession. Noah was the order of 
God to the ante-diluvians, and as they 
treated him, so God treated them. So, 
it will be with the present generation ; 
if they heed not the warnings given 
through the order of God in this our 
day. 

North Union, Ohio. 


If any man or woman 





SILENCE. 


ANNIE R. STEPHENS. 


ALL things great and good, have their 
first developments in silence. A gifted 
mind confirms this; ‘‘ The mill streams 
that turn the clappers of the world arise 
in solitary places. ” 

How many noble souls have blest the 
world with their powers of good, whose 
humble beginnings few may realize. As 
this is true of the moral world, so also 
of the physical. From the developing 
of the giant oak, to the unfolding of a 
blossom, under the subtle influences of 
light and heat, they reach perfection, 
without ostentation and without show. 
We gaze upon a lovely flower, it reveals 
a vision of beauty to our minds, but 
when wereflect that its beautiful life has 
been borne to it on the wings of solar 
light, it not only becomes lovely, but 
wonderful. 

In all the vast laboratory of nature, 
the subtle laws ot Alchemy are continu- 
ally changing gross particles of matter, 
into the most beautiful forms, and their 
silent workings, still remain mysterious 
and undiscovered. 

Ihave recently read an incident refer- 
ring to silence, which to me, is very in- 
teresting. ‘* Many years ago there ex- 
isted at Hamadan in Persia a celebrated 
academy. One of its principle rules 
was expressed in these words. The 
academicans must ‘think much, write 
little and talk less.’ It went under the 
name of the ‘Silent Academy ;’ there 
was not a scientific man in the kingdom 
who did not aspire to the honor of be- 
coming amember. A certain Doctor, 
and a man of great science, heard that 
there was a vacancy, and he determined 
to apply for admission; upon arriving 
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he humbly requested the honor of filling 
the vacant place, but, it was already 
filled. The President arose, and, with 
an appearance of great disappointment, 
silently showed him a goblet full of wa- 
ter, so full that one more drop would 
have caused it to overflow. The Doctor 
saw at once that he was too late; but, 
without giving way to despair, he thought 
how could he convince the President that 
an extra number would not effect the 
well being of the rest? He saw at his 
feet a rose leaf, which, picking up, he 
let fall lightly on the surface of the wa- 
ter, so lightly that not a drop escaped. 
Every one applauded the ingenious re- 
sponse. The rule was, to have but one 
hundred members, but this was laid 
aside, and the Doctor was received with 
universal joy. 

After he had inscribed his name, he 
wrote on the margin of the book, the 
figures 100, which was that of his new 
colleagues; then putting 0 before the 
figures he wrote underneath, ‘ they will 
be worth neither more or less.’ The 
President answered the modest Doctor 
with much politeness and presence of 
mind, placing 0 after 100, thus making 


it 1,000 he wrote, ‘they will be worth 
ten times more.’ ” 
Silence is a virtue, and should be cul- 


tivated as such; some persons are nat- 
urally so noisy and obtrusive, that levity 
and wit appear to be the ruling charac- 
teristics of their minds, and apt we are 
to think that no good thing can flourish 


there, though often we are happily mis- 
taken. 
On the other hand, some are so habit- 


ually silent, that it grows into morose- 
ness, seeming to possess no mental sun- 
shine by which to cheer the hearts and 
lives of others; therefore, moderation 
in all things is much the better way. 





We cannot overestimate the advantages 
of silence. Many wonderful facts in 
science have been brought to light, by 
the persistent and silent researches of 
the thinking mind, and lofty thoughts, 
aspirations and impulses have found birth 
in the silent chambers of the heart, that 
have developed to noble efforts for the 
uplifting of humanity, while God has 
crowned them with success. 

One has truly said that ‘‘ Silence is 
the perfected herald of joy.” Who has 
not felt this in the silent hour of com- 
munion, when the soul’s aspirations are 
reaching upward for an inward percep- 
tion of the Divine; at such moments 
we realize a foretaste of blessedness that 
is of God; we also feel a vital influence 
impelling us to toil and struggle for the 
truth and right, assured, that only 
through a life of practical goodness and 
ardent effort can the soul expand in spir- 
itual growth and loveliness. 

A life of goodness is a life of silent 
praise, more audible in the ear of God 
than those mighty deeds which cause 
nations to tremble. To do our duty in 
the sphere assigned us, to unfold those 
God-given powers of the mind and soul 
that have ennobled so many humble lives 
without aggrandizement, should be the 
end and aim of our being. We may 
thus feel assured, that our lives of si- 
lent goodness have not been altogether 
in vain; but, like the way side stream 
has refreshed many a weary traveler on 
the journey of life ; and when we silent- 
ly cross the river of death to join the 
blest immortals in eternity, we may not 


receive the applause of the multitude, 
but that which is far better, the blessing 
of God, the benediction of His holy an- 
gels and the approval of our own con- 
science. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 
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Letier Bax. 


TREES. 





Some trees are very tall and large and 
others are not so large. I will name all I 
know of. The Oak, the Maple, the Fir tree, 
the Chestnut, the Horse chestnut and the 
Willow. I will name the fruit trees, the 
Cherry, the Peach, Pear, Plum, Apple and 
the Quince. The fir tree keeps green al! 
the year round. Gertrude Lackey. 

Canterbury, N. H. 


~~ 
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STRAWBERRIES. 





I rHink that strawberries are among some 
of the best kinds of fruit. In picking 
strawberries they should be picked on the 
stems because if they are hulled they jam 
together and it is very hard to pick them 
over; and I have been told that in canning 
strawberiies that the field strawberries are 
the best. I think that this is because in 
cultivating the strawberry to make it larger 
it takes away its real strawberry taste and 
makes it sour. Rebecca Hathaway. 

Canterbury, N. #4. 


& 
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Shaker Village, Mer. Co., N. H. 
June, 1885. 

Dear TEacuER, JESs1E:—When I go to 
School in the morning, I am thinking about 
my lessons, I thought I would try to get nice 
lessons so that I may have perfect lessons 
every day. I will try to be a good girl so as 
to set a good example to the little girls, and 
we will havea nice School to goto. I like 
to go to school’ while I am young so that 
when I am olderI can teach school. It is 
nice to go to school in the Summer time. It 
is cool out here and we can study better. 
I think that the best thing that the children 
can do while they are small, is to help the 
sisters and go to school. This is all I have 
to say now. Your child, 

Pernella E. Uston. 








Go to no place where you would not like God to 
find you. 





SCHOOL. 


Tuts subject is of great importance. That 
we come to school to learn and to study 
hard. School days will not always last; if 
we strive to improve every moment, and 
learn all that we can, we will have all of 
that knowledge for ourselves and after our 
school days are over we shall feel satisfied 
with our conduct that is in regard toward the 
way in which we have spent our time. But 
if we go to school and do not improve our 
time there will be a great many regrets,.for 
then we will realize more than we do now 
what we might have gained by diligence and 
what we have lost. 

In order to learn anything we have got to 
put our minds to it and learn what we do 
learn thoroughly. If it was not for Educa- 
tion we could neither write, read nor use 
any correct language. Minnie Clark. 

Canterbury, N. H. 


~ 
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{Contributed by L. Wentworth.] 
NEVER COMPLAIN. 


NEVER complain of your birth, your train- 
ing, your employment, your hardships; nev- 
er fancy that you could be something if you 
only had a different lot and sphere assigned 
you. God understands his own plans, and 
he knows what you want a great deal better 
than you do. The very things you most dep- 
recate as fatal limitations or obstructions 
are probably God’s opportunities; and it is 
nothing new that the patient should dislike his 
medicines, or any certain proof that they are 
poisons. Nay! a truce to all impatience! 
Choke that foolish envy which gnaws at your 
heart because you are not in the same lot 
with others; bring down your soul, or, rath- 
er, bring it up to receive God’s will and do 
his work in your lot, in your sphere, under 
your cloud of obscurity, against your tempta- 
tions, and then you shall find your condition 
is never opposed to your good, but really 
consistent with it. 


~ 
> 





HE that follows nature is never out of his 
Nature is sometimes subdued, but sel- 
dom extinguished.— Bacon. 


way. 
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Tue editor of a Methodist paper writes ;— 
‘** You g ve nothing, you do nothing, and you 
are only reckoned a dress circle member of 
the church, and sometimes you wonder that 
you do not enjoy religion. You would not 
know what to do with religion if it was given 
to you.” 


The above is a pleasant reminder of 
religious duty. 





A vessel recently sailed from Boston bound 
to West Africa stored with 132000 gallons of 
ardent spirits. A ship which sailed previous- 
ly carried a few missionaries to the tribes on 
the Congo, and also carries 5200 gallons of 
rum tothe same tribes.— The Christian Home. 





Sotpiers of the cross of Christ! 
What a beautiful, spiritual name, em- 
bodying as it does such wonderful possi- 
bilities. ‘* Fear not little flock for it is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom for which you contend.” 








The whole world, for ages, has beer 
familiar with that class, that have en- 
tered upon the field of battle with weap- 
ons of warfare, and that have merciless- 
ly contended with each other for the 
mastery of the kingdoms of this world, 

The dominant spirit of man has, to a 
large extent, been on the side of persov- 
al selfishness, and every obstacle has 
been thrown from the way, that would 
in the least, prevent the accomplishment 
of this purpose. As was the ferocity of 
the lion and the tiger, and in fact of ev- 
ery wild beast, so has been that of man, 
among men. It was, indeed, a low and 
savage state of existence. 

Admitting that the fighting quality as 
found in man, is good in its place, ard 
necessary for the natural, wild man that 
he was, it is by no means the only good 
thing, and possibly not the best that he 
received from the hands of his Maker. 

To secure his right among _ the beasts 
of the field, he in common with them 
must fight for it, and the same warfare 
has been maintained with his own race, 
so that his history has been one of wars 
and rumors of wars. 

But we are living in anage when we 
can very readily accept this remark: 
‘* Howbeit that was not first which is 
spiritual, but that which is natural, and 
afterward that which is spiritual.” The 
Apostle now urges us to enter the war- 
fure that is not carnal, to fight the good 
fight of faith, and lay held on eternal 
life. 

‘This takes us into an entirely differ 
ent element from the natural, fighting 
man. We are now to ‘Put on the 
whole armor of God.” This is a spir- 
itual work, and instead of contending 
for a government over others, it becomes 
a warfare against the passions that rule 
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in our mind, and we soon find that pray- 
er is the Christian weapon which will 
overcome all opposition to the spirit of 
God. 

With this preparation from ou high, 
we are now soldiers of the cross of 
Christ. Not in name only, not in the 
beautiful external appearance, not be- 
cause we have closen to call ourselves 
Christian volunteers, but in that we have 
made ourselves ready and willing to con- 
tend earnestly for the faith. 

Whatever may be the trials or crosses 
whatever may be the privations or per- 
secutions, this warfare must continue 
from day tg day and from year to 
year, till all the kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our Lord. 

After having received the armor of 
God, to lay it aside, would prove ruin- 
ous. Our mission is a never ending 
battle against the sins of the world, and 
this warfare must be, as was that of Je- 
sus, the Christ, so aggressive that the 
Scribes and Pharisees may be alarmed 
for the safety of their own temple, and 
for the foundation upon which they stand. 








Sanitary. 





PHYSIOLOGICAL APHORISMS. 

1. Tue foundation of three-fourths of all 
cases of consumption is laid before the age of 
twenty-five years; in women, during their 
teens. 

2. The hereditary element is not of special 
account as a cause of consumption, as less 
than twenty-five per cent of cases are clearly 
of consumptive parentage. 

3. One of the ruling causes of disease and 
premature death, in large cities, is found in 
that exhausting strain of the mental energies 
in the struggle for subsistence—a death-race 
for bread. 





4. Insanity runs in families; but, as in the 
case of family likeness, it sometimes overlaps 
a generation or more. 

5. Personal resemblance entails like char- 
acteristics of mind and disposition. 

6. A currentof the purest air from the 
poles, for half an hour, on a person sleeping, 
sitting still, or over-heated, is a thousand-fold 
more destructive of health and fatal to life 
than the noisomeness of a crowded room or 
vehicle, or the stench of a pig-sty for thrice 
the time. 

7. Toexercise in weariness, increased by 
every step, is not only not beneficial, it is 
useless and worse than useless; itis positive- 
ly destructive. 

8. Asno good traveler, after having fed his 
horse, renews his journey in atrot, but with 
a slow walk, gradually increasing his pace, 
soin getting up to address an assembly fora 
continued effort, the first few sentences should 
be uttered in a low, slow tone, gradually in- 
tensified, otherwise the voice will break down 
in a very few minutes, with coughing or 
hoarseness. 

9. A growing inability to sleep in sickness 
is ominous of a fatal result; in apparent 
health, it indicates the failure of the mind 
and madness; so, on the other hand, in dis- 
ease or dementia, a very slight improvement 
in the sleeping should be hailed as the harbin- 
ger of restoration. 

10. No one can possibly sink if the head is 
thrust entirely under water, and in this posi- 
tion a novice can swim as easily as walk, and 
get to shore readily by lifting the head at 
intervals, for breath. 

11. Intense thirst is satiated by wading in 
water, orby keeping the clothing saturated 
with water, even if it istaken from the sea. 

12. Water can not satisfy the thirst which 
attends cholera, dysentery, diarrhea and 
some other forms of disease; in fact, drink- 
ing cold water seems, to increase the thirst, 
and induce other disagreeable sensations ; 
but this thirst will be perfectly and pleasantly 
subdued, by eating a comparatively small 
amount of ice, swallowing it in as large pieces 
as practicable, and as much as is wanted- 

13. Inflammations are more safely and far 
more agreeably subdued by the application of 
warm water than of cold. 
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14. Very excessive effort in a short space 
of time, asin running, or jumping a rope, 
etc., has repeatedly caused instant death, by 
apoplexy of the lungs, the exercise sending 
the blood there faster than it can be forwarded 
to the heart, and faster than it can be purified 
by the more infrequent breathing on such oc- 
casions. 

15. No disease ever comes without a cause 
or without a warning; hence endeavor to 
think back for the cause, with a view to avoid 
itin future, and on the instant of any un- 
pleasant bodily sensation, cease eating abso- 
lutely until it has entirely disappeared, at 
least for twenty-four hours; if still remain- 
ing, consult a physician. 

16. The more clothes a man wears, the 
more bed covering he uses, the closer he 
keeps his chamber, whether warm or cold, 
the more he confines himself to the house, 
the more numerous and warm his night-gar- 
ments, the more readily will he take cold, 
under all circumstances, as the more a thrift- 
less youth is helped, the less avle does he 
become to help himself.— Hall's Journal of 
Health. 


~~. 


FOR PATIENCE VINING. 





KATIE BOYLE. 


Go rest from thy toils, faithful pilgrim, 
For the cares of thy earth-life are o’er ; 
Go reap the reward of thy labors, 
In that land where turmoils come no more. 
There, friends are in waiting to meet thee, 
When the boatman has ferried thee o’er; 
With welcoming voices they'll greet thee, 
As ye launch on the evergreen shore. 
Thy pilgrimage here has been lergthy, 
And thy mission with blessing been fraught; 
Thou ever didst lend to the needy, 
And strength to the week didst impart. 
When battles of life waxed the fiercest, 
And the volunteers pressed to the front, 
Like many a brave, noble hero— 
For the vict’ry, thy strength, too, was spent. 
Adieu, till we meet in that country 
Where parting will never be more; 
Then welcome, and guide us, dear sister, 
When the boatman shall terry us o’er. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 





TO THE KNITTER. 


MARTHA J. ANDERSON. 


Preasant knitter, knit away, 

Let the shining needles play ; 
Leg and gusset, heel and toe 

Will through magic motion grow. 
Stitch by stitch, around and round, 

Almost noiseless is the sound, 
As the skillful knitter plies, 

And the changing needle flies. 
O’er the bended finger joint 

Spins the yarn to gleaming point, 
In and out, each stitch is caught 

Seemingly without a thought. 
Now she sits with steadfast gaze, 

As if lost in thought’s deep maze; 
Still the work is borne along 

Like allegro speed in song; 
Automatic as the time, 

And as true as perfect rhyme. 
Lo! she muses on the past, 

Memory’s shadows are recast, 
Varied pictures come and go 

Like a panoramic show ; 
Shuttles speed, and spindles twirl, 

Wheels are flying with a whirl, 
Feet are pacing on the floor 

Just as they were wont of yore, 
Drawing out a fibre fixed 

That is not with shoddy mixed ; 
Warp and woof the weaver takes 

Firm the fabric that she makes. 
Spinning, weaving, happy sounds 

Where the love of home abounds; 
But, it proves a passing dream, 

‘* And things are not what they seem, 
For those halcyon days have flown 

Onward to the dark unknown. 
Still one industry she’ll hold 

Of the blessed days of old, 
With no idle moment spent 

Rests her mind in sweet content. 
Art and skill in modern days 

Have invented other ways, 
Which have wrought with greater speed 

Goods that meet the present need. 
Manufactures fill the land, 

Over-plus the great demand, 
Makes the operatives poor, 

And in feeling, insecure; 
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Gives them meagre homes and food, 
To the master comes the good. 
O Monopoly! thou ghoul! 
Robbing body, spirit, soul. 
Every man should have a home, 
Wherein want could never come, 
And a title deed to land 
None could rest from out his hand. 
But the grinding heel of power 
Robs the widow of her dower; 
Brings the orphan low estate, 
Fills the land with crime and hate. 
Angel justice! hast thou flown 
Far away to realms unknown? 
At thy bar we still would plead ; 


Answer thou to human need! 
+ x *” - * 


Rapidly the ball unwinds, 
As another theme she finds ; 
Bright her home and pure the life, 
All with sweet contentment rife 
Where equality for all 
Blesses both the great ani small. 
Winter evenings, long and drear 
Pass away with pleasant cheer; 
Labor sweetens every hour 
With its hallowed life and power ; 
Dissipation finds no place 
In this home of love and grace; 
Wealth of heart, of soul and mind 
Are with industry combined; 
And the muses with delight 
Often to their feasts invite, 
While the nimble fingers time 
Stitches to the passing rhyme. 
Drawiag-room with music’s charm 
Has its avenues of harm; 
Envy, jealousy and pride 
Turn the heart from love aside, 
And where social castes arrayed, 
Harmcny cannot pervade. 
But, in blessing, we are blest, 
All united, toil is rest; 
And with sweet communion crowned, 
Love, and home, and heaven abound. 
Thus we meet—with noble aim— 
Duty’s high and holy claim. 
Consecration rules each hour 
With her blooming wand of power; 
Hearts that keep her laws of grace 
Nothing sinful can deface. 
Thus, are all the threads of thought. 





In some precious work outwrought. 
So good knitter, knit away ! 
Let the shining needles play ; 
In unfoldment of thy powers 
Well improve life’s passing hours. 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 
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FAITH AND FEAR. 


Tue faith that moves mountains differs only 
in degree from that which shrinks into fear 
when tried, and the prayer that would save a 
soul may be restrained and hang unuttered on 
the lips. When Peter placed his foot in faith 
upon the water, he felt it firm as the solid rock, 
and he walked; he feared, and he sank, and 
would have perished but for the timely inter- 
position of the ever-watchful and loving Mas- 
ter. Fear exaggerates and misrepresents. 
It sees lions in the way that are Jambs, vult- 
ures that are doves, mountains that are mole- 
hills, trials that are mercies. Courage con- 
quers all things, and makes the path of duty 
easy and delightful. The coward dies a thou- 
sand deaths, the brave only one, and that cov- 
ered with glory. Nothing in this world is 
gained without the courage to endure pain 
and hardship. The merchant works and wea- 
ries himself to attain a perishable good. The 
mariner is oft exposed to death in storms. 
The warrior dares the deadly rain of bullets, 
and seeks victory and success at the cannon’s 
mouth None complain of mishaps or dan- 
ger, but shield themselves with an invincible 
courage to reach the goal of their wishes and 
hopes. And shall the Christian, who has the 
covenant and the promises of God as his 
shield, be deterred from duty amid threatening 
danger? Nothing can harm him. Even the 
fiery trial of the Hebrew children resulted in 
their coming forth from the furnace unscathed, 
with not even the breath of fire upon their 
garment. Faith must effectually banish fear 
if we would gain the mastery and surmount 
the most frowning obstacles in our pilgrimage 
heavenward. Be assured we shall not reach 
the ‘‘Delectable Mountain ” without first pass- 
through the ‘“‘ Slough of Despond ” and the 
‘¢ Valley of Humiliation,” and encountering 
all the obstacles which met the Pilgrim in his 
progress to glory. ‘‘ In this world, ” says the 
divine Redeemer, ‘“‘ ye shall have tribulation. ’ 
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But why need we fear? If faith be regnant, 
’ if the love of Christ constrain us, all diffi- 
culties vanish, toil becomes a pleasure, the 
yoke easy and the burden light. In the ex- 
tremest depths of trial, if faith can but com- 
pass the assurance that ‘‘all things work 
together for good,” the abomination of deso- 
lation is but a dissolving view, and when 
passed we see erected on its site a Bethel. 
The huge trouble, the Alpine sorrow overhung 
with clouds and thick darkness, becomes a 
mountain of beatitude.—S. D. Burchard. 


——— 


A GROWING EVIL. 


Amone the growing evils of our time is 
that of disobedience to parents. Not only is 
it a growing evil, but one that leads to untold 
misery and threatens to sap the foundation of 
the family, of the church, and of our nation, 
however strong it may be. Young America 
is becoming too independent and too smart to 
have any regard for the parental command! 
At the age of five the self-sufficient youth 
may frequently be heard to say, ‘‘I won’t do 
it,” in reply to the command of his loving 
mother. A little mismanagement on her part 
and a little resolution on his, and the son is 
his own master. This accomplished, he is 
ready to travel rapidly on the downward road 
to ruin. Swearing must be begun at once; 
lying must follow as a matter of course, so as 
to conceal other wicked deeds; smoking and 
chewing will make the boy more like a man in 
his own opinion. But this will not suffice to 
admit him in the society of ‘‘ the boys,” and 
since he does as he pleases, drinking comes 
next. Now he can associate with ‘‘ anybody,” 
but his perverted passions and wicked desires 
drive him with accelerated speed to destruc- 
tion of body and ruin of the soul. Whata 
fearful calamity! A young man ruined him- 
self and perhaps irretrievably influenced ma- 
ny companions. What a wide and deep 
chasm between such a sinful life and a life of 
usefulness and devotion to the cause of truth! 
Where did it all begin? Certainly not in the 
middle of the chain of wrong doing, but at 
the beginning of it—disobedience to parents. 
No doubt some boys are ruined because the 
fault is entirely their own; but inthe majority 





of instances the parent is to blame for the 
first dangerous step taken by the child. A. R. 
—Selected. 


[Contributed by Harriet Shepard.] 


THE GOSPEL, 


Consipers differences with a cheerful 
face, and pleasant words: it throws a 
mantle of peace around dissensions ; it 
sweetens life, and molifies its cares; it 
begets consideration, accommodation, 
respect and love. It enables us to be 
truthful in all our dealings with each 
other, and to be lenient. It enables us 
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to be cheerful under all circumstances. 


OHARITY. 


Cuanity, chief among the heavenly 
graces. If there is a people that should 
disrobe themselves of all self-righteous- 
ness, should it -not be Believers in 
Christ’s second coming? Principle is 
the only enduring rock; the voice of 
God in the soul, the only divine voice, 
the only chart that ‘never leads astray. 
Why should we with-hold from erring 
ones the voice of love, a look of ten- 
derness, a word of kindness, a tear of 
sympathy? These are priceless bless- 
ings to the needy and down trodden, 
and they cost nothing. They are like 
the dews of heaven upon the parched 
earth and all those that extend these 
divine offerings to the sorrowing heart, 
will beautify and elevate their own souls. 

North Union, Ohto. 
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KEEP. 





Keep free thy tongue from words of ill, 
Keep right thy aim and good thy will; 
Keep all thy acts from passion free, 

Keep strong in hope, no envy see; 

Keep watchful care o’er tongue and hand, 
Keep free thy feet, by justice stand.— Our 
Dumb Animals. 
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1. God’s love is at the helm! We shall out-ride the storm; 
2. And since we know the strength Of light andlove in God, 


Whose life is in the light, Can fear no earth - ly harm. 
Shall we be found at length As those who doubt his word? 














pas - sage may be long Ere Truth o’@ Er-ror_ rise; 
Nay, truth our path shall fill And bring a cloudless sky; 
a - 
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But they are always strong Who make no com-pro - mise. 
We'll trust and do his will Thus all our foes de - fy. 
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Books and Papers. 





THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL AND SCIENCE 
or Heattu. October, Contents: Michel Eugene 
Chevreul; Baby Faces or a study in Psychology, 
with Illustrations; Johnson and Boswell on Lib- 
erty; Samuel Irenwus Prime, D. D. Liberty Over- 
much; Notes from a Teacher’s Diary; The scenery 
of the Canyons; Ready for a Divorce; Localization 
of the Functions of the Brain; Stimulants and 
Narcotics; Hot Water in Cholera; Signs of Health 
and Debility; The Two Doctors; Notes in Science, 
Wisdom, Mirth, etc., etc. Fowler and Wells Co. 
753 Broadway, N. Y. Terms $1 per year. 


HAtw’s JouRNAL OF HeattH. September, Con- 
tents: Erysipelas; Toads as a Tonic; The air and 
the Telescope; Carbolic Acid; Asthma; Fever 
and Ague; Tomatoes as Food; Sunstroke; Dietary 
for the Diabetic; Eating in the Cars; The Mind; 
Exercise; Poisoning Children; Checked Perspira- 
tion etc., etc. Office 75 and 77 Barclay St. N. Y. 
Terms $1 per year. 


Tse Heratp or HeartH. October, Contents: 
How the memory may be strengthened; Nervous 
Exhaustion; Measures of Vital Tenacity; The 
Mind Cure; Life; Health Habits; A remedy for 
Damp Cellars; A New Disease; Studies in Hy- 
giene for Women; etc., etc. M. L. Holbrook, 13 
and 15 Laight St. N. Y. Terms $1 a year. 


We have just received from the enterprising 
publishers A. H. Andrews & Co. a most useful lit- 
tle volume, suggestively called “Look WiTHIN 
For Five THousanp Facts THat EvERYBODY 
Wants To Know.” It contains 75 pages of con- 
densed information on Mechanics, Statistics, His- 
tory, Medicine, Astronomy, Finance, Mythology, 
Education, Mathematics, The Bible, Politics, Agri- 
culture, Religion, Science, Temperance, Trade, etc., 
etc., in fact there seems to be something for every- 
body and nothing that some one will not be glad to 
know. It is embellished with a number of colored 
diagrams, and is by far- the most valuable and com- 
plete Pocket Cyclopedia we have yet seen. It is 
offered for sale at the exceedingly low price of 15 
cents, for which sum in stamps it will be sent post- 
paid by the publishers, A. H. ANDREws & Co., 
CuHIcaGo. : 
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Of the word « CLOUDS” in Scripture, 


GILES B. AVERY. 


‘*Benoitp he.cometh with clouds” mean- 
ing in a cloud of witnesses. ‘‘ Wherefore, 
seeing we, also, are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight and the sin which doth so eas- 








ily beset us, and let as run with patience, the 
race that is set before us, Heb. xii., 1. The 
Apostle Peter speaking of persons ‘‘ who 
walk after the flesh in the lust of unclean- 
ness, and despise government ” says, ‘“‘ These 
are wells without water, clouds that are car- 
ried with a ‘tempest, to whom the mist ot 
darkness is reserved forever” 2 Peter, ii., 17. 
The Sodomites were spoken of by Jude as 
** Clouds they are, without water, carried 
about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth 
without fruit, twice dead; plucked up by 
the roots.” Jude 12th. 

This word is a Hebraism, and used to de- 
note witnesses, or, media of representation, 
in this sense, when applied to the coming of 
Christ, itis in the same sense in which we 
use the word ‘“‘ staff” when speaking of the 
sub-officers of the General of any army. 


CONQUEST, how far powerfal. 


INDIVIDUALS, no more than nations, can- 
not thrive by mere conquest; that is, power 
over other sonls. There must be progress 
in the bosom of the Church, also, or, she 
cannot thrive. Religion, to thoroughly 
permeate life, must be domestic. Like the 
patriotic fire which makes a nation invinci- 
ble, it never burns with inextinguishable 
devotion until it burns at the home hearth. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 








Deaths. 





Exper Avery ALLEN, Sept. 21, at Second 
Family, Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. Age 76 yrs. 
2 mo. and 2 days. 


Mary Hazevpen, Aug. 20, at Watervliet, 
Ohio. Age 74 yrs. 8 mo. and 10 days. 


Patience Vining, Sept. 26, at South Fami- 
ly, Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. Age 85 yrs. 10 mo. 
and 13 days. 

Sister Patience has been a faithful Be- 
liever during eighty two years, and has 
earnestly and fearlessly maintained the 
cause of Truth, by word and deed. ‘“ Well 
done good and faithful servant, enter thou in- 
to the joy of thy Lord. P. L. 
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